In a recent note I formulated two conjectures [2, p. 365] , which imply the Poincaré conjecture. Bernard Maskit produced a counter example to the second of those conjectures [l] . In the present note I modify those conjectures, in a way suggested by his counter example and his two examples. The modified conjectures imply the Poincaré conjecture and avoid the obstacles raised by his examples. To avoid confusion, in the remainder of this note, I will be referring to the counter example of Maskit as the first example of [l] and to the other ones as the second and third examples of [l ] respectively.
In this note we use the notations and conventions of [2] . Before we express the modified conjectures, let us compare the first and third examples of [l] . In the first example A{, see [2, p. 365, 11. 3-9] , is obtained through a transformation of B\ by -B 2 . In the third example we first have to change our "coordinate system" on N, and consider a new system A", B{', i=l, 2, such that B{' or Bl' represents the element 61 [&2, #2] or &2[&i, #1] of F. We then observe that Ai is obtained through a transformation of A". Thus the first and third examples of [l ] have a common feature. Namely, the first is obtained by transforming J5i, while the third is obtained by transforming Ai (and changing the coordinate system). This common feature suggests that, we have to "pass to the geodesies," before expressing the conjectures.
Let N be an orientable closed surface of genus p^2, and let A%, Bi, i -1, • • • , p> be & fundamental system of N with base point 0.
As is well known, N has certain hyperbolic metrics, imposed on it by Poincaré, and therefore there are geodesies on N, see [3, No. 3] .
Let now G» and Hi be the primary closed geodesies on N, cor- Under the above hypotheses, the modified conjectures are the following.
(1) For any p*z2, there exists aj ( â 1 and Hkp), such that the group Fj/lLj has no elements of finite order.
(2) For the same j as above, 25y is planar. The Conjectures (1) and (2) .2)]. That the last group has no elements of finite order has been proved recently by Elvira S. Rapaport [5] . The Conjectures (1) and (2) .2)] to another form, where the property "6/77 being cyclically reduced" comes into play. Finally, it was the third example of [l] which compelled me to modify the conjectures once again, and give them the above form (1) and (2) .
Concluding the present note we would like to emphasize that, 5/ depends on the point Oy, j= 1, • • • , p. Thus the proper selection of the index j t and of the point o$, may affect the validity of the Conjecture (2) . BIBLIOGRAPHY 
